MEDICINE 


757 


nil incubation period of twenty days paralysis set in, thus demonstrating 
that (lie organism retains its virulence for at least fifteen days at 38 
degrees, Microscopic examination of the cloudy medium by ordinary 
methods showed no micro-organisms, but nfter centrifuging, dissolving 
the clot and mordanting after fixation by alcohol or heat, be was able to 
find a Inrge number of round or rather oval bodies, appearing in pairs or 
in masses. They are extremely small and arc sometimes polymorphous. 
They do not stain well with aniline dyes, but lifter prolonged staining 
with dilate fuchsin assume a pale pink color, or appear ns clear dots 
surrounding by a pinkish zone. Control experiments with culture 
media which had not been inoculated showed only granules of quite 
different size and shape. 


Rat-bite Fever.—IIonnKlt (Quarterly Jour, of Med., 1910, iii, 121) 
has collected three instances of an apparently specific kind of blood- 
poisoning following the bite of a rat. Tile most p'omincnt symptom 
noted was periodic fever beginning from twenty-one to twenty-eight 
days after the occurrence of the bite. The temperature rose to 103° to 
104°, fell to normal in two to three days, and then rose again in the course 
of the next few days. In one case the remission continued over several 
months. During the febrile periods there was n well marked leuko¬ 
cytosis. In two instances there was a blotchy erythema, and in one of 
these indurated plaques and <lifFii.sc tender subcutaneous nodules were 
present. Wood cultures and the inoculation of blood into animals gave 
no results and (he examination of stained specimens of blood failed to 
reveal auv parasites. There was no enlargement of the spleen. The 
prolonged incubation period, the form of the fever and the absence of 
suppuration in the original wound ninkc it unlikely that the cause of the 
disease is a pyogenic infection secondary to the bite. Horder considers 
that the etiological factor is probably a protozoon. [It is interesting to 
note that Quincke (Mitt. mis. </. Grcuzycbcit , d. mat. u. Cliir., 1900, v, 
231) has reported eleven cases of almost exactly the same symptom-com¬ 
plex which occurred in Japan. He also refers to a number of nrticles in 
the Japanese literature, and states that while there is no mention of it ill 
European literature, a characteristic remittent febrile disease following 
the bite of a rat after a more or less prolonged incubation period, has 
been recognized in Japan for many years.—\V. S. T.] 


“Nail-palpation” of the Arterial Wall— Wkhtiikim-Saj.omonson 
(l)eut. Arcli.f. klin. Med., 1910, xcviii, 590) calls attention to the well- 
known difficulties of palpating the arterinl wall (1) where the arterial 
wall is thin, (2) when it is densely covered with fat, and (3) when 
(lie blood pressure is high. He proposes n method, which he calls 
“nail-palpation” (Nagclpnlpation), by menns of which any arterial 
wall, whether it can be palpated in the usual way or not, may be felt, 
and its thickness fairly well judged. Instead of palpating the artery 
with the ball of the finger, the finger-nail is used. The nail is placed 
perpendicularly on the surface of the skin, so that the edge of tne nail 
runs parallel with the long axis of the artery. By moving the finger 
transversely across the artery, the latter slips under the nail ns if it were 
dissected out. The artery may be palpated in this way almost as readily 
in young children ns in adults. With a little practice, Wertheim- 
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Snlomonson says one quickly learns to recognize arterial thickening. 
The method is applicable to the palpation of any artery which rests 
on a firm bed, ns well ns to the palpation of ninny superficial nerves. 


A Previously Undescribed Symptom of Tetany.—II. Sciilesingkr 
(Wien. klin. Woch., 1910, xxiii, 315) has observed a new sign in a typical 
case of tetany, which he designates the “Beinphanomcn” The sign 
is elicited in the following manner: If one seizes the leg with the knee 
joint extended and then ilexes the thigh on the abdomen, in a short time 
(at the most, two minutes) an extensor cramp develops in the knee 
with extreme supination of the foot. The phenomenon may appear 
when the patient sits up in bed. If the trunk is flexed on the thighs, (he 
spasm likewise appears. Like the Trousseau phenomenon, the new 
sign can be brought out in the intervals between attacks. The fre¬ 
quency of occurrence of the Boinphiinomcn in tetany cannot be foretold 
as yet; nor is it known that the sign is one peculiar to tetany. 
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Atlo-axoid Fracture Dislocation.— Pilcher (Annals of Surgery , 1910, 
li, 208) reports a ease which has been under bis care for a period of 
nearly ten years, and therefore represents the possibilities of ultimate 
repair and restoration of function which may take place in such eases. 
The patient, a man, aged thirty-three years, fell headlong a distance of 
fifteen feet, striking on his forehead. His head was notably bent over 
toward his left shoulder and was fixed in such great flexion that lie 
could not open his mouth more than n half-inch. He had no symptoms 
other than suboecipital pain and the deformity and stiffening of the neck. 
During the following two months he was conscious of a growing lack 
of power in his lower limbs, most marked on the right side. Shortly 
afterward it was found that he had no power in his right arm or leg, 
except a little in the fingers and toes. Catheterization became neces¬ 
sary. Pilcher saw him.first about three months after the injury, and 
six weeks later the atlas and axis were exposed by operation. A for¬ 
ward dislocation of the atlas upon the axis was demonstrated, but care¬ 
ful attempts to reduce it were futile anil the wound was closed. A slight 
improvement developed in the subsequent weeks. He became able to 
empty his bladder spontaneously and two months after the operation 



